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ʶThe˂gįeaĻ˂aim˂ēf˂Ļhe˂Hēlŗ˂SĬiįiĻ˂iĳ˂Ļē˂geĻ˂ŀĳ˂abandēned Ļē˂Gēdʑ̫
ʵOswaldˉChambers

ʶThe˂eĳĳence˂ēf˂ĳĬiįiĻŀaliĻŗ˂iĳ˂cēnĻained˂in˂Ļhiĳ Ĭhįaĳeʕ
cēmĬleĻe˂and˂ŀĻĻeį˂abandēnmenĻ˂Ļē˂Ļhe˂ŕill˂ēf˂Gēdʑ̫

ʮJeanˉPierreˉdeˉCaussade

Theseˉareˉboldˉstatementsˉfromˉtrustedˉdisciples, comingˉfromˉbothˉthe
ProtestantˉandˉCatholicˉtraditionsˉandˉessentially sayingˉtheˉsameˉthing:
abandonmentˉtoˉGodˉisˉtheˉcoreˉandˉgoalˉofˉChristian spiritualityˉandˉofˉtheˉHoly
Spiritˀsˉworkˉinˉus.ˉˉAbandonmentˉtoˉGodˉisˉtheˉdeep stuffˉforˉaˉChristian.ˉˉItˀsˉwhere
lifeˉwithˉJesusˉleadsˉforˉthoseˉwhoˉtrulyˉloveˉand trustˉhim.

AbandonmentˉtoˉGodˉisˉwhenˉweʷinˉtheˉmarrowˉofˉour bonesʷtrustˉthe
goodnessˉandˉprovidenceˉofˉGodˉandˉsurrenderˉourselves completelyˉtoˉHisˉgood
andˉperfectˉwill, cēme˂ŕhaĻ˂maŗʷˉinˉwhateverˉform hisˉwillˉtakes,ˉinˉall
circumstances.ˉˉWeˉmightˉnotˉlikeˉourˉcircumstances, norˉwouldˉweˉeverˉchoose
them,ˉbutˉweˉtrustˉGodˉinˉthemˉandˉseekˉtoˉencounter andˉserveˉhimˉinˉallˉthings,
perhapsˉparticularlyˉtheˉtougherˉexperiencesˉofˉlife.

Thatˀsˉaˉlongˉwayˉtoˉgetˉatˉaˉdefinition;ˉhereˀsˉthe shortˉone:

AbandRnmenW WR GRd iV WR ZanW Rnl\ Whe Zill Rf GRd,
UegaUdleVV Rf Whe fRUm iW WakeV.

1



YRXU DeeSeU ChUiVWianiW\: AbandRnmenW WR GRd

ThiĳˉiĳˉJeĳŀĳ prayingˉinˉtheˉGardenˉofˉGethsemaneˉthreeˉtimes,ˉʽNot
myˉwillˉbutˉyoursˉbeˉdoneʾˉ(Lkˉ22ʧ42ʰ,ˉandˉwhileˉbeing tortured
ʽcontinuedˉentrustingˉhimselfʾˉtoˉGodˉ(1Ptˉ2ʧ23ʰ, andˉwhoseˉlastˉact
wasˉoneˉofˉtrust,ˉʽIntoˉyourˉhandsˉIˉcommendˉmyˉspiritʾ (Lkˉ23ʧ46ʰ.

ThiĳˉiĳˉPaŀl whoˉwasˉableˉtoˉfindˉcontentmentˉinˉall circumstances
andˉrejoiceˉinˉallˉofˉthemˉ(Philˉ4ʧ11ʵ13,ˉ4ʵ6ʰ,ˉwho wantedˉtoˉbeˉwithˉGod
inˉheavenˉyetˉcontentedlyˉstayedˉonˉearthˉbecause thatˉwasˉGodˀsˉwill
forˉhimˉ(Philˉ1ʧ21ʰ,ˉwhoˉknewˉthatˉevenˉtheˉharshest experiencesˉofˉlife
wouldnˀtˉseparateˉhimˉfromˉGodˀsˉlove.ˉ(Romˉ8ʧ39ʰ

ThiĳˉiĳˉJēb:ˉʽYetˉthoughˉheˉslayˉme,ˉstillˉwillˉI trustˉinˉhimʾˉ(Jobˉ13ʧ15ʰ

PeĻeįˉĳĻįŀggledˉĻēˉŀČdeįĳĻaČdˉĻhiĳʙ soˉJesusˉpointed theˉway.ˉˉWhen
Peterˉcomplainsˉthatˉhisˉpathˉmightˉbeˉharderˉthan Johnˀs,ˉJesus
replies,ˉʽWhatˉisˉthatˉtoˉyou?ˉˉYouˉfollowˉme.ʾ ˉ(Jn 21ʧ22ʰ

ItˀsˉnotˉjustˉBibleˉcharactersˉwhoˉteachˉandˉmodel abandonmentˉtoˉGod.ˉˉIt
wasˉthisˉpostureˉofˉabandonmentˉtoˉGodˉthatˉgotˉmy dearˉbrotherˉRobertˉMackay
throughˉandˉbeyondˉtheˉhardestˉexperienceˉofˉhisˉlife. Robertˉshowsˉus thatˉweˉcan
learnˉthis.
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Overˉseveralˉdecades, myˉsoulˉhasˉbeenˉdeeplyˉstirredˉbyˉencountering
strange,ˉunlookedʵfor prayersˉandˉstoriesˉofˉsubmission, affection,ˉandˉnakedˉtrust.
TheˉfirstˉwasˉfromˉCharlesˉdeˉFoucauld,ˉwillingly martyredˉinˉAlgeriaˉinˉ1916ʧ

FaĻheįʓ
I˂abandēn˂mŗĳelf˂inĻē˂ŗēŀį˂handĳʙ
dē˂ŕiĻh˂me˂ŕhaĻ˂ŗēŀ˂ŕillʑ
WhaĻeŔeį˂ŗēŀ˂maŗ˂dēʓ˂I˂Ļhank˂ŗēŀʕ
I˂am˂įeadŗ˂fēį˂allʓ˂I˂acceĬĻ˂allʑ

LeĻ˂ēnlŗ˂ŗēŀį˂ŕill˂be˂dēne˂in˂meʓ
and˂in˂all˂ŗēŀį˂cįeaĻŀįeĳ˂ʮ
I˂ŕiĳh˂nē˂mēįe˂Ļhan˂Ļhiĳʓ˂O˂Lēįdʑ

InĻē˂ŗēŀį˂handĳ˂I˂cēmmend˂mŗ˂ĳēŀlʕ
I˂ēffeį˂iĻ˂Ļē˂ŗēŀ˂ŕiĻh˂all˂Ļhe˂lēŔe˂ēf˂mŗ˂heaįĻʓ
fēį˂I˂lēŔe˂ŗēŀʓ˂Lēįdʓ˂and˂ĳē˂need˂Ļē˂giŔe˂mŗĳelfʓ
Ļē˂ĳŀįįendeį˂mŗĳelf˂inĻē˂ŗēŀį˂handĳ˂ŕiĻhēŀĻ˂įeĳeįŔeʓ
and˂ŕiĻh˂bēŀndleĳĳ˂cēnŢdenceʓ
fēį˂ŗēŀ˂aįe˂mŗ˂FaĻheįʑ

WhatˉIˉappreciateˉaboutˉthisˉprayerˉisˉitsˉsimplicity, itsˉhumility,ˉitsˉfaith,ˉand
itsˉwillingnessˉtoˉgiveˉoneselfˉentirelyˉtoˉGodˉand endure ŕhaĻeŔeį forˉGodˀsˉsake
andˉforˉtheˉpurposesˉofˉGod.ˉˉWhatˉreallyˉcaptures meˉisˉtheˉlastˉline,ˉʿforˉyouˉare
myˉFather.ˀ ˉˉThisˉʿabandoningˉoneselfˉtoˉGodˀˉisˉbased onˉtheˉrecognitionˉthatˉGodˉis
ourˉlovingˉandˉgoodˉFatherˉwhoˉweˉcanˉtrust,ˉaˉnecessary foundationˉforˉthisˉlevel
ofˉfaith.

Anotherˉprayerˉlikeˉthisˉwrittenˉsomeˉ350ˉyearsˉearlier hasˉaˉsimilarˉtoneˉof
offeringˉmotivatedˉbyˉaffectionˉandˉisˉgivenˉtoˉus byˉSt.ˉIgnatiusˉofˉLoyola:

ʶTakeʓ˂O˂Lēįdʓ˂and˂įeceiŔe˂mŗ˂enĻiįe˂libeįĻŗʓ˂mŗ memēįŗʓ˂mŗ˂ŀndeįĳĻanding
and˂mŗ˂ŕhēle˂ŕillʑ˂All˂ĻhaĻ˂I˂am˂and˂all˂ĻhaĻ˂I˂Ĭēĳĳeĳĳ Yēŀ˂haŔe˂giŔen˂meʕ˂I
ĳŀįįendeį˂iĻ˂all˂Ļē˂Yēŀ˂Ļē˂be˂diĳĬēĳed˂ēf˂accēįding Ļē˂Yēŀį˂ŕillʑ˂˂GiŔe˂me˂ēnlŗ
Yēŀį˂lēŔe˂and˂Yēŀį˂gįaceʙ˂ŕiĻh˂Ļheĳe˂I˂ŕill˂be˂įich enēŀghʓ˂and˂ŕill˂deĳiįe
nēĻhing˂mēįeʑ̫
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Againstˉtheˉbackdropˉofˉallˉtheˉjoysˉandˉsorrowsˉofˉlife,ˉFrancoisˉFenelon
prayedˉtoˉGod,

ʶWe˂adēįe˂all˂ŗēŀį˂ĬŀįĬēĳeĳ˂Ļhēŀgh˂ŕe˂knēŕ˂Ļhem˂nēĻʑ We˂ēffeį˂and˂ŗield
ēŀįĳelŔeĳ˂ŕhēllŗ˂Ļē˂ŗēŀʙ˂and˂ŕēŀld˂haŔe˂nē˂ēĻheį˂deĳiįe bŀĻ˂Ļhe
accēmĬliĳhmenĻ˂ēf˂ŗēŀį˂ŕillʑ̫

Havingˉreadˉandˉrepeatedˉtheseˉprayersˉoverˉtheˉyears, someˉtimeˉagoˉIˉhad
occasionˉtoˉsubmitˉmyˉlifeˉtoˉGodˉinˉaˉnewˉway,ˉto offerˉmyˉwholeˉselfˉandˉlifeˉfreely
toˉGodˀsˉservice,ˉandˉwroteˉmyˉownˉ(firstʰˉprayer ofˉabandonment:

ʾFaĻheįʓ˂I˂haŔe˂been˂lēŔed˂bŗ˂Yēŀʓ˂and˂Yēŀ˂knēŕ˂meʓ and˂ŗēŀ˂aįe˂ŕiĻh˂meʑ˂˂Yēŀ
aįe˂gēēdʓ˂and˂Yēŀ˂knēŕ˂ŕhaĻ˂iĳ˂beĳĻ˂fēį˂meʑ˂˂Yēŀ˂knēŕ beĳĻ˂hēŕ˂Ļē˂ŀĳe˂meʑ˂˂Yēŀ
knēŕ˂beĳĻ˂hēŕ˂Ļē˂ĳhaĬe˂meʑ˂˂Yēŀ˂knēŕ˂ŕhaĻ˂I˂needʓ and˂Yēŀ˂aįe˂gēēdʑ˂˂I˂giŔe
ŗēŀ˂all˂ēf˂mŗĳelfʓ˂all˂ĻhaĻ˂I˂amʓ˂all˂ĻhaĻ˂I˂haŔeʓ all˂ēf˂iĻ˂I˂giŔe˂Ļē˂Yēŀʓ˂and˂gladlŗʑ
Mŗ˂life˂iĳ˂nēĻ˂mŗ˂ēŕnʑ˂˂I˂giŔe˂back˂Ļē˂ŗēŀ˂all˂ĻhaĻ iĳ˂in˂me˂ĻhaĻ˂iĳ˂gēēdʓ˂and˂I
giŔe˂ŗēŀ˂all˂mŗ˂ŕeakneĳĳʓ˂all˂mŗ˂ĳinʓ˂eŔeįŗĻhing˂in me˂ĻhaĻ˂įemainĳ˂bįēkenʑ˂˂I
giŔe˂iĻ˂all˂Ļē˂ŗēŀ˂Ļē˂Ļake˂iĻʓ˂įemake˂iĻʓ˂and˂ŀĳe iĻ˂aĳ˂ŗēŀ˂ĳee˂ŢĻʑ˂˂Fēį˂ŗēŀ˂knēŕ˂meʓ
and˂ŗēŀ˂lēŔe˂meʑ˂˂And˂I˂lēŔe˂ŗēŀ˂Ļēēʑ˂˂I˂abandēn˂mŗĳelf Ļē˂ŗēŀʓ˂deaį˂FaĻheįʓ˂ŕiĻh
hēĬe˂and˂gladneĳĳʑ˂˂SĻaŗ˂ŕiĻh˂meʑ˂˂Amenʑ̫

Theseˉareˉtheˉprayers,ˉhereˀsˉoneˉofˉtheˉstories. ShahbazˉBhatti wasˉinˉthe
earlyˉ2000sˉaˉChristianˉinˉPakistan,ˉunusuallyˉplaced inˉaˉhighˉpositionˉof
governmentˉasˉtheˉFederalˉMinisterˉforˉMinorities Affairsˉinˉtheˉpredominantly
Muslimˉcountry.ˉˉItˉwasˉaˉdangerousˉjob,ˉoneˉthat carriedˉanˉalmostˉinevitable
outcome.ˉˉAndˉindeedˉShahbazˉwasˉassassinatedˉinˉ2011. Threeˉyearsˉearlierˉheˀd
saidˉinˉanˉinterview,

ʶI˂dē˂nēĻ˂feel˂anŗ˂feaį˂in˂Ļhiĳ˂cēŀnĻįŗʑ˂˂Manŗ˂Ļimeĳ Ļhe˂eŖĻįemiĳĻĳ˂ŕanĻed˂Ļē˂kill
meʓ˂manŗ˂Ļimeĳ˂Ļheŗ˂ŕanĻed˂Ļē˂ĬŀĻ˂me˂in˂Ĭįiĳēnʓ˂Ļheŗ ĻhįeaĻened˂meʓ˂Ļheŗ
haįaĳĳed˂me˂and˂Ļheŗ˂ĻeįįēįiŞed˂mŗ˂familŗʑ˂˂ʬI˂Ļēld mŗ˂faĻheįʭʓ˂ʸUnĻil˂I˂liŔeʓ˂ŀnĻil
mŗ˂laĳĻ˂bįeaĻhʓ˂I˂ŕill˂cēnĻinŀe˂Ļē˂ĳeįŔe˂Jeĳŀĳʓ˂Ļē ĳeįŔe˂Ļhe˂Ĭēēį˂hŀmaniĻŗʓ˂Ļhe
ĳŀffeįing˂hŀmaniĻŗʓ˂Ļhe˂ChįiĳĻianĳʓ˂Ļhe˂needŗʓ˂Ļhe Ĭēēįʑ́
ʶI˂ŕanĻ˂ĻhaĻ˂mŗ˂lifeʓ˂mŗ˂chaįacĻeįʓ˂mŗ˂acĻiēnĳ˂ĳĬeak fēį˂me˂and˂indicaĻe˂ĻhaĻ˂I
am˂fēllēŕing˂Jeĳŀĳ˂ChįiĳĻʑ˂˂Becaŀĳe˂ēf˂Ļhiĳ˂deĳiįeʓ I˂ŕill˂cēnĳideį˂mŗĳelf˂eŔen˂Ļē
be˂mēįe˂fēįĻŀnaĻe˂if˂ʮ˂in˂Ļhiĳ˂effēįĻ˂and˂ĳĻįŀggle Ļē˂helĬ˂Ļhe˂needŗʓ˂Ļhe˂Ĭēēįʓ˂Ļē
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helĬ˂Ļhe˂ĬeįĳecŀĻed˂and˂ŔicĻimiŞed˂ChįiĳĻianĳ˂ēf˂PakiĳĻan˂ʮ˂Jeĳŀĳ˂ChįiĳĻ˂ŕill
acceĬĻ˂Ļhe˂ĳacįiŢce˂ēf˂mŗ˂lifeʑ̫

Hereˉisˉaˉtestimony,ˉfromˉElisabethˉElliot,ˉwhoˉsaid nearˉtheˉendˉofˉherˉbook
ThroughˉGatesˉofˉSplendor,

ʶI˂haŔe˂ēne˂deĳiįe˂nēŕ˂ʱ˂Ļē˂liŔe˂a˂life˂ēf˂įeckleĳĳ abandēn˂fēį˂Ļhe˂Lēįdʓ˂ĬŀĻĻing
all˂mŗ˂eneįgŗ˂and˂ĳĻįengĻh˂inĻē˂iĻʑ̫ Sheˉsaysˉelsewhere, ʶGēd˂iĳ˂Gēdʑ˂˂Becaŀĳe
He˂iĳ˂Gēdʓ˂He˂iĳ˂ŕēįĻhŗ˂ēf˂mŗ˂ĻįŀĳĻ˂and˂ēbedienceʑ I˂ŕill˂Ţnd˂įeĳĻ˂nēŕheįe˂bŀĻ
in˂Hiĳ˂hēlŗ˂ŕillʓ˂a˂ŕill˂ĻhaĻ˂iĳ˂ŀnĳĬeakablŗ˂beŗēnd mŗ˂laįgeĳĻ˂nēĻiēnĳ˂ēf˂ŕhaĻ
He˂iĳ˂ŀĬ˂Ļēʑ̫

HereˉisˉdeepˉinsightˉfromˉJohnˉHenryˉNewmanˉabout trustingˉourˉgood,ˉwise,
andˉlovingˉGodˉwithˉourˉwholeˉlifeˉforˉallˉourˉlives,

ʶGēd˂haĳ˂cįeaĻed˂me˂Ļē˂dē˂Him˂ĳēme˂deŢniĻe˂ĳeįŔiceʑ He˂haĳ˂cēmmiĻĻed˂ĳēme
ŕēįk˂Ļē˂me˂ŕhich˂He˂haĳ˂nēĻ˂cēmmiĻĻed˂Ļē˂anēĻheįʑ I˂haŔe˂mŗ˂miĳĳiēnʑ˂˂I˂maŗ
neŔeį˂knēŕ˂iĻ˂in˂Ļhiĳ˂lifeʓ˂bŀĻ˂I˂ĳhall˂be˂Ļēld˂iĻ in˂Ļhe˂neŖĻʑʑʑ˂˂I˂ŕill˂ĻįŀĳĻ˂Himʓ
ŕhaĻeŔeį˂I˂amʓ˂I˂can˂neŔeį˂be˂Ļhįēŕn˂aŕaŗʑ˂˂If˂I˂am in˂ĳickneĳĳʓ˂mŗ˂ĳickneĳĳ
maŗ˂ĳeįŔe˂Himʓ˂in˂ĬeįĬleŖiĻŗʓ˂mŗ˂ĬeįĬleŖiĻŗ˂maŗ˂ĳeįŔe Himʑ˂˂If˂I˂am˂in˂ĳēįįēŕʓ
mŗ˂ĳēįįēŕ˂maŗ˂ĳeįŔe˂Himʑ˂˂He˂dēeĳ˂nēĻhing˂in˂Ŕainʑ He˂knēŕĳ˂ŕhaĻ˂He˂iĳ
abēŀĻʑ˂˂He˂maŗ˂Ļake˂aŕaŗ˂mŗ˂fįiendĳʑ˂˂He˂maŗ˂Ļhįēŕ me˂amēng˂ĳĻįangeįĳʑ˂˂He
maŗ˂make˂me˂feel˂deĳēlaĻeʓ˂make˂mŗ˂ĳĬiįiĻĳ˂ĳinkʓ˂hide mŗ˂fŀĻŀįe˂fįēm˂meʑ˂˂SĻillʓ
He˂knēŕĳ˂ŕhaĻ˂He˂iĳ˂abēŀĻʑ̫

AbandRning RXUVelYeV inWR GRdТV handV in all ciUcXmVWanceV
dReV VeYeUal WhingV fRU XV:

● AbaČdēČmeČĻˉĻēˉGēdˉcŀlĻiŔaĻeĳˉaˉįighĻˉĬēĳĻŀįeˉēfˉhŀmiliĻŗ iČˉŀĳ as
weˉactuallyˉtrustˉGodˉandˉentrustˉourselvesˉtoˉGod, particularlyˉwhen
weˉcanˀtˉseeˉtheˉbigˉpicture.ˉˉWeˉdonˀtˉhaveˉtoˉknow, becauseˉGod
knowsʷˉʽSĻillʓ˂he˂knēŕĳ˂ŕhaĻ˂he˂iĳ˂abēŀĻʾʷˉandˉthat canˉandˉshouldˉbe
enoughˉforˉme.ˉˉMineˉisˉnotˉtoˉdictateˉhowˉGodˉwill useˉmeˉorˉmy
circumstances,ˉratherˉtoˉtrust,ˉevenˉjoyfully,ˉthat heˉwill.

● AbaČdēČmeČĻˉĻēˉGēdˉgiŔeĳˉŀĳˉĻheˉēĬĬēįĻŀČiĻŗˉĻēˉideČĻifŗ ĳŀbĻle
idēlĳˉiČˉēŀįˉliŔeĳ.ˉˉImagineˉaˉscenarioˉwhereˉyou wantˉsomething
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badlyˉbutˉthatˉmayˉnotˉbeˉGodˀsˉwillˉforˉyou.ˉˉIfˉthereˀsˉgreater
consternationˉinˉnotˉgettingˉthatˉthingˉthanˉaccepting Godˀsˉwillˉfor
you,ˉthatˀsˉanˉindicationˉthatˉanˉidolˉisˉcreeping intoˉtheˉheart.

● AbaČdēČmeČĻˉĻēˉGēdˉgiŔeĳˉŀĳˉĻheˉēĬĬēįĻŀČiĻŗˉĻēˉeŖeįciĳe įealˉfaiĻh
iČˉĻheˉcēČcįeĻeˉhaĬĬeČiČgĳˉēfˉēŀįˉdailŗˉliŔeĳʘ When anything,
especiallyˉsomethingˉchallenging,ˉhappensˉtoˉus,ˉwe canˉask,ˉʽWhaĻ˂dē
I˂need˂Ļē˂dē˂įighĻ˂nēŕ˂Ļē˂enĻįŀĳĻ˂mŗĳelf˂Ļē˂Gēdʹĳ ĬįēŔidenceʞʾ

● AbaČdēČmeČĻˉĻēˉGēdˉĬįeĬaįeĳˉŀĳˉfēįˉŀĳeˉaČdˉŀĳefŀlČeĳĳ ĻēˉGēdˉiČ
ĻheˉfŀĻŀįeʘ WhenˉGodˉknowsˉweˉareˉinˉfactˉutterly hisˉandˉgivenˉto
him,ˉthenˉGodˉisˉfreeˉtoˉuseˉusˉinˉanyˉway.ˉˉʽGēd can˂dē˂ŕhaĻ˂he˂likeĳ
ŕiĻh˂Ļhe˂Ĭeįĳēn˂ŕhē˂iĳ˂abandēned˂Ļē˂him.ʾ ˉ(Oswald Chambersʰ

● AbaČdēČmeČĻˉĻēˉGēdˉgiŔeĳˉŀĳˉaˉgįeaĻˉmeaĳŀįeˉēfˉcēmfēįĻ and
greaterˉpeaceˉwhenˉweˉgoˉthroughˉcircumstancesˉand seasonsˉthat
areˉdisorientingˉorˉworse.ˉˉRegardlessˉofˉhowˉhard thingsˉare,ˉweˉcan
trustˉGodˀsˉpresence,ˉwisdom,ˉlove,ˉandˉactivityˉeven ifˉseemingly
hiddenˉtoˉus.

● AbaČdēČmeČĻˉĻēˉGēdˉeČableĳˉŀĳˉĻēˉfaceˉchalleČgeĳˉŕiĻh dimiČiĳhed
feaįʙˉeŔeČˉČēˉfeaįʘ ʽIf˂Gēd˂be˂fēį˂ŀĳʓ˂ŕhē˂can˂be againĳĻ˂ŀĳʞʾˉˉ(Romans
8.31ʰ

● AbaČdēČmeČĻˉĻēˉGēdˉfįeeĳˉŀĳˉfįēmˉĻheˉČeedˉĻēˉeŔalŀaĻe ĻheˉefŢcacŗʙ
imĬacĻʙˉaČdˉfįŀiĻfŀlČeĳĳˉēfˉēŀįˉliŔeĳʘ Thoseˉthings areˉGodˀsˉbusiness,
oursˉisˉtoˉfollowˉhimˉandˉrespondˉtoˉhimˉasˉfaithfully asˉweˉcanˉnow,
andˉleaveˉtheˉfruitˉofˉthatˉinˉhisˉhands.ˉˉIˉamˉquite sureˉthatˉtheˉfull
impactˉofˉourˉlivesˉcannotˉandˉwillˉnotˉbeˉknownˉuntil ourˉdeath,ˉand
thereˀsˉcomfortˉinˉthat.

HRZ dReV Rne cXlWiYaWe WhiV SRVWXUe?

Toˉstart:ˉˉread,ˉworkˉwith,ˉandˉprayˉtheˉprayersˉof abandonmentˉofferedˉabove.
Perhapsˉprayˉoneˉaˉday,ˉorˉprayˉoneˉeachˉdayˉofˉthe weekˉandˉprayˉtheˉnextˉoneˉthe
followingˉweek.ˉˉGodˉwillˉknowˉhowˉtoˉanswer,ˉasˉwell asˉformˉyouˉinˉtheˉprocess.

Whenˉyouˀreˉgoingˉthroughˉaˉparticularlyˉdifficult challenge,ˉtryˉtoˉprayˉoneˉof
theseˉprayersˉandˉseeˉhowˉitˉchangesˉyourˉexperience ofˉtheˉchallenge.ˉˉAndˉof
courseˉGodˉhearsˉyourˉprayerˉtoo!
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Atˉsomeˉpoint,ˉcarveˉoutˉsomeˉtime,ˉgetˉwithˉGod,ˉandˉwriteˉyourˉownˉprayerˉof
abandonment.ˉˉItˀsˉaˉbeautifulˉsentimentˉthatˉGod willˉseeˉandˉhearˉasˉyouˉwrite,
andˉsuchˉaˉpersonalˉprayerˉcanˉbeˉhandyˉtoˉpullˉout andˉofferˉatˉtimesˉwhenˉwe
haveˉdecisionsˉtoˉmake,ˉdirectionsˉtoˉtake,ˉorˉplaces thatˉareˉunclearˉtoˉus.

Iˉlookˉforwardˉoneˉdayˉinˉheavenˉtoˉsittingˉdownˉwith ShahbazˉBhatti,ˉCharlesˉde
Foucauld,ˉJimˉElliot,ˉPaul,ˉJesus,ˉandˉothersˉlike themˉandˉask,ˉʽSēʓ˂ŕaĳ˂iĻ˂ŕēįĻh˂iĻʞ
Waĳ˂iĻ˂ŕēįĻh˂giŔing˂ŗēŀįĳelf˂enĻiįelŗ˂Ļē˂GēdʞʾˉˉIˀm guessingˉIˉknowˉtheˉanswer.

Onˉtheˉjourney,

PS:ˉˉThereˀsˉaˉreasonˉwhyˉthisˉtopicˉisˉtheˉlastˉof theˉ12ˉretreatsˉofˉtheˉCoracle
Fellowshipˉ(justˉlikeˉthereˀsˉaˉreasonˉwhyˉtheˉfirst retreatˉisˉonˉGodˀsˉlove!ʰ.
AbaČdēČmeČĻˉĻēˉGēdˉiĳˉČēĻˉeaĳŗʙˉbŀĻˉiĻˉiĳˉŕheįeˉlife aČdˉfįeedēmˉaČdˉĳĻįaČge
Ĭēŕeįˉįeĳideĳʘ Iˀdˉencourageˉyouˉto checkˉoutˉthe CoracleˉFellowship andˉjoinˉnext
yearˉifˉyouˀdˉlikeˉtoˉbeˉformedˉinˉthisˉdirection.

PPS:ˉˉˉHavingˉreadˉthisˉfar,ˉIˉwouldˉencourageˉyou nowˉorˉlaterˉtoˉsitˉwithˉGod,ˉcall
toˉmindˉGodˀsˉlovingˉpresenceˉwithˉyou,ˉhisˉutter trustworthiness,ˉandˉplay this
songˉbyˉLoudˉHarp loudly.ˉˉHereˉareˉtheˉlyrics…

All˂I˂knēŕ˂iĳʓ˂All˂I˂haŔe˂iĳʓ˂All˂I˂knēŕ˂iĳ˂ŗēŀ
Yēŀʿįe˂gēēdʓ˂ĳē˂gēēdʓ˂Yēŀį˂lēŔe˂neŔeį˂įŀnĳ˂ēŀĻʓ˂Yēŀį lēŔe˂neŔeį˂įŀnĳ

All˂mŗ˂hēĬe˂iĳʓ˂All˂mŗ˂ĻįŀĳĻ˂iĳʓ˂All˂mŗ˂hēĬe˂iĳ˂in ŗēŀ
All˂I˂knēŕ˂iĳʓ˂all˂I˂haŔe˂iĳʓ˂all˂I˂knēŕ˂iĳ˂ŗēŀʓ
All˂mŗ˂hēĬe˂iĳʓ˂all˂mŗ˂ĻįŀĳĻ˂iĳʓ˂all˂mŗ˂hēĬe˂iĳ˂in ŗēŀ

PPPS:ˉˉAboveˉIˉreferencedˉwhatˉwasˉmyˉfirstˉprayer ofˉabandonment.ˉˉHereˀsˉa
second,ˉthisˉoneˉcombiningˉaˉfewˉpersonalizedˉsentiments fromˉthe Litanyˉof
Humility andˉotherˉphrasesˉfromˉsomeˉofˉtheˉother abandonmentˉprayers,ˉinsights,
andˉscriptures.ˉˉChallengingˉtimesˉareˉaˉgreatˉtime toˉwriteˉyourˉabandonment
prayer!
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FaĻheįʓ
Yēŀ˂aįe˂mŗ˂ĬįiŞeʑ
Yēŀ˂aįe˂mŗ˂aŀdienceʑ
Yēŀ˂aįe˂mŗ˂hēĬeʑ
Yēŀ˂aįe˂mŗ˂ŕaŗʑ
Yēŀį˂Sēn˂iĳ˂mŗ˂ŕaŗʑ
FaiĻhfŀl˂Ļē˂ŗēŀʓ˂ĻhaĻ˂iĳ˂mŗ˂deĳiįe
Led˂bŗ˂Yēŀʓ˂ĻhaĻ˂iĳ˂ŕhaĻ˂I˂ŕanĻ
TēĻŀĳ˂Tŀŀĳʓ˂ʶWhēllŗ˂Yēŀįĳʷʓ˂ŗeĳʓ˂make˂iĻ˂ĳēʑ
SaŔe˂me˂fįēm˂Ļhe˂need˂Ļē˂be˂ŀndeįĳĻēēd
SaŔe˂me˂fįēm˂Ļhe˂need˂Ļē˂be˂acceĬĻed
SaŔe˂me˂fįēm˂Ļhe˂need˂Ļē˂be˂ĳecŀįe
SaŔe˂me˂fįēm˂anŗ˂need˂fēį˂Ļhe˂Ĭįaiĳe˂ēf˂men
SaŔe˂me˂fįēm˂mŗĳelf
I˂dēnʹĻ˂knēŕ˂Ļhe˂ĬaĻhʓ˂Ĭlace˂mŗ˂feeĻ
I˂dēnʹĻ˂knēŕ˂Ļhe˂ēŀĻcēmeʓ˂helĬ˂me˂fįēm˂needing˂Ļē knēŕ˂Ļhe˂ēŀĻcēmeʑ
Yēŀ˂aįe˂mŗ˂deĳĻinaĻiēnʑ
Yēŀ˂knēŕ˂ŕhaĻ˂iĳ˂beĳĻʑ
Yēŀ˂knēŕ˂ŕhaĻ˂Yēŀ˂aįe˂abēŀĻʑ
Yēŀ˂knēŕʑ
HelĬ˂me˂fįēm˂needing˂Ļē˂knēŕʑ
Yēŀ˂aįe˂gēēd˂and˂ĻįŀĳĻŕēįĻhŗʑ
Yēŀ˂aįe˂Ļhe˂Realʑ
Yēŀ˂aįe˂Ļhe˂Gēdʑ
Yēŀ˂aįe˂mŗ˂Gēdʓ˂and˂inĻē˂ŗēŀį˂handĳ˂I˂cēmmend˂mŗĳelfʑ
Iʹm˂nēĻ˂ĳĻįēng˂enēŀgh˂fēį˂Ļhiĳʓ˂ĳē˂be˂mŗ˂ĳĻįengĻhʑ
Iʹm˂nēĻ˂hēlŗ˂enēŀgh˂fēį˂Ļhiĳʓ˂ChįiĳĻ˂be˂mŗ˂hēlineĳĳʑ
HelĬ˂meʑ
I˂am˂Yēŀįĳʑ
Fēįm˂meʑ
ShaĬe˂meʑ
Faĳhiēn˂meʑ
And˂if˂iĻ˂be˂Yēŀį˂ŕillʓ˂ŀĳe˂meʑ
KeeĬ˂me˂fįēm˂needing˂Ļē˂knēŕ˂hēŕ˂iĻ˂all˂Ļŀįnĳ˂ēŀĻʑ
KeeĬ˂mŗ˂handĳ˂ēff˂mŗ˂ēŕn˂fēįmaĻiēnʑ
Make˂mŗ˂heaįĻ˂ĳēfĻʓ˂ŕeĻ˂claŗ˂in˂Yēŀį˂handĳʑ
All˂ĻhaĻ˂I˂haŔe˂iĳ˂Yēŀįĳʓ˂and˂ĳē˂I˂giŔe˂back˂ŕhaĻ iĳ˂Yēŀįĳ˂Ļē˂begin˂ŕiĻhʑ
HaŔe˂meįcŗʑ
Pleaĳeʑ
HaŔe˂meįcŗ˂and˂helĬʑ
I˂am˂Yēŀįĳ˂and˂Yēŀ˂aįe˂mineʑ
Amenʑ
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Coracle is a ministry that exists to inspire and enable people to be 
the presence of God in the brokenness of the world through 
Spiritual Formation for Kingdom Action.  

Some of this happens at Corhaven, a retreat home in the Shenandoah Valley 
of Virginia; some of it happens in the Washington, D.C. metro area and 
throughout the mid-Atlantic; some of it happens online across the country 
and around the world.  

We do this through:  

❖ Online Resources, Gatherings, and Devotionals 
❖ Personal and Group Retreats 
❖ Spiritual Direction 
❖ Corhaven Retreats 
❖ Ministries for Reconciliation, Justice & Shalom 
❖ Coracle Fellowship Program  
❖ Community  
❖ Pilgrimage 
❖  and more...  

We invite you to join the journey with us by…   

signing up for our Coracle Weekly Newsletter for a little soul-care 
delivered straight to your inbox 

getting in touch with us by emailing info@inthecoracle.org 

exploring our Website and following us on Social Media @inthecoracle

http://www.inthecoracle.org
https://mailchi.mp/inthecoracle/coracle-subscription-page
http://www.inthecoracle.org

