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,QWURGXFWLRQ

7KH�025(�\RXֻYH�EHHQ�ORQJLQJ�IRU

'HDU�IULHQG��

,I�\RXֻUH�UHDGLQJ�WKLV��\RXֻYH�OLNHO\�DOUHDG\�EHHQ�FDSWLYDWHG�E\�-HVXV��RU�
SHUKDSV�১QG�\RXUVHOI�VWUDQJHO\�GUDZQ�WR�KLP���<RXֻYH�SHUKDSV�DOUHDG\�
EHHQ�VZHSW�XS�E\�WKH�SURPLVH�RI�WKH�.LQJGRP�RI�*RG�RU�DUH�FXULRXV�DV�WR�
ZKDW�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�YLVLRQ�DFWXDOO\�LV�DW�LWV�IXOOHVW�

,I�\RXֻUH�UHDGLQJ�WKLV��\RX�PD\�১QG�\RXUVHOI�ZHDU\��RU�ORQJLQJ��RU�ERWK���
6XUURXQGHG�E\�ZKDW�PD\�IHHO�DW�WLPHV�WR�EH�DQ�DQHPLF�&KULVWLDQLW\�WKDW�
SUHVHQWV�LWVHOI�DV�IDLWKIXO�EXW�GRHVQֻW�DOZD\V�ORRN�SDUWLFXODUO\�&KULVW�OLNH��
\RX�PD\�EH�ORQJLQJ�IRU�DQ�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�&KULVWLDQ�OLIH�WKDW�VHWV�WKH�WDEOH�
IRU�WKH�ERXQWLIXO�IHDVW�\RX�NQRZ�WKDW�LW�LV���<RX�PD\�KDYH�EHHQ�D�&KULVWLDQ�
IRU�D�ORQJ�WLPH�DQG�১QG�\RXUVHOI�ZRQGHULQJ�LI�ZKDW�\RXֻYH�H[SHULHQFHG�WR�
WKLV�SRLQW�LV�DOO�WKDW�WKHUH�LV���:KHWKHU�LW�EH�LQ�WKH�FRUSRUDWH�ZLWQHVV�RI�WKH�
&KXUFK�RU�\RXU�RZQ�SHUVRQDO�OLIH�ZLWK�*RG��\RX�PD\�EH�TXLHWO\�ZRQGHULQJ��
ֿ"V�WKHUH�PRUH,־

<HV��WKHUH�LV���,Q�IDFW��ZKDW�IROORZV�LV־�WKH�0RUH�\RXֻYH�EHHQ�ORQJLQJ־�WKH�0RUH�\RXֻYH�EHHQ�ORQJLQJ�
IRU�ֿIRU�ֿ��:KDW�IROORZV�LV־�(VVHQWLDO�&KULVWLDQLW\ֿ־(VVHQWLDO�&KULVWLDQLW\ֵֿ�WKH�PDLQ�SRLQWV�DQG�PDQ\�
LQWHJUDWLRQV��LPSOLFDWLRQV��DQG�LQYLWDWLRQV�RI�WKH�*RRG�1HZV�RI�-HVXV�
&KULVW�DQG�WKH�.LQJGRP�RI�*RG���7KH�%LEOH�VD\V־��,Q�&KULVW�DOO�WKLQJV�
KROG�WRJHWKHUֿ��&RO���������DQG�ZKDW�IROORZV�LV�DQ�DWWHPSW�WR�XQSDFN�WKLV�
SURIRXQG�WUXWK��EULQJLQJ�LW�DOO�WKH�ZD\�LQWR�WKH�FRQFUHWH�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�RI�
RXU�OLYHV�DQG�FXOWXUDO�PRPHQW���$ORQJ�WKH�ZD\��WKH�LFRQV��H[SODLQHG�LQ�WKH�
EDFN�RI�WKH�ERRN��ZLOO�UH২HFW�&RUDFOH�SURJUDPV�DQG�)HOORZVKLS�UHWUHDWV�WKDW�
WRXFK�RQ�WKHVH�WKHPHV�

7KLV�UH২HFWLRQ�EHJDQ�LQ�ODWH�'HFHPEHU������DV�DQ�DWWHPSW�WR�DQVZHU�WKH�
TXHVWLRQ־��:KDW�LV�WKH�HVVHQFH�RI�&RUDFOH"ֿ��7KDW�ZDV�WKH�ZURQJ�TXHVWLRQ���
7KH�ULJKW�TXHVWLRQ�LV־�:KDW�LV�WKH�HVVHQFH�RI�&KULVWLDQLW\"ֿ�DQG�WKHQ־�+RZ�
FDQ�ZH�LQFDUQDWH�WKDW"ֿ�LQ�HDFK�RI�RXU�OLYHV�DQG�WRJHWKHU���3XUVXLQJ�WKHVH�
DQVZHUV�OHDGV�XV�LQWR�WKH�WKULOOLQJ��VRPHWLPHV�KDUURZLQJ�OLIH�WR�WKH�IXOO�
ZLWK�-HVXV��LQWHQGHG�E\�*RG�IRU�WKH�JRRG�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�DQG�RXU�JRRG�DV�ZHOO���
/HWֻV�JR�RQ�WKDW�MRXUQH\�WRJHWKHU�

6R�WKHQ��ZKDW�LV�(VVHQWLDO�&KULVWLDQLW\(VVHQWLDO�&KULVWLDQLW\"��,W�LV�WKLV�
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1   There is a God, and God’s reality calls for human response.
2   Everything is ordered by and oriented around Love. Love is the ground and goal of 
     human existence, because God is love.  When we fail to love and keep learning to love, 
     we fail spiritually, and our relationship to God is at best questionable. God’s love is 
     EHVW�XQGHUVWRRG�DV�RWKHU�FHQWHUHG��VHOI�JLYLQJ��DQG�VDFULĆFLDO��PRVW�FOHDUO\�GLVSOD\HG�
     at the cross of Christ.  God’s love is cruciform.
3   God is a Trinity.  God is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer. 
     �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ God’s nature is the foundation for family life, community life, and the 
     ways we treat and relate to each other.
4   By creating, God worked six of the seven “days” of creation. �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ This forms the 
     basis of human labor being essential to our being image bearers, the dignity of work, 
     and concepts of vocation.
5   �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ This forms the basis for rhythms of work, rest, restoration, and enjoyment 
     of God’s many gifts.  That God rested on the seventh day is the basis for the spiritual 
     practice of keeping Sabbath.
6   �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ This introduces the basis for both enjoying beauty and creating beauty.
7   �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ This introduces the basis for our pursuit of holiness.
8   �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ God’s ineffability is the deepest foundation of the spiritual practice
     of silence.

.H\�6FULSWXUH�5HIHUHQFHV��$�+HEUHZV�������%���-Q������&�*HQHVLV�������/N����������'�*HQHVLV����-Q�
�������(�*HQHVLV���������)�*HQHVLV������*�3VDOP�������+�,VDLDK������,�3VDOP�������,VDLDK�����
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*RG�
*RG�H[LVWV��$�*RG�LV�/RYH�DQG�ORYHV��%�*RG�LV�D�
FRPPXQLW\�&�RI�/RYH���*RG�LV�HWHUQDO�DQG�FUHDWHG�DOO�
WKLQJV��'�LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�(DUWK�(�DQG�WKHQ�UHVWHG��)�*RG�
LV�EHDXWLIXO��*�*RG�LV�KRO\�+�DQG�HQWLUHO\�2WKHU��DQG�
*RGֻV�XOWLPDWH�VHOI�WUDQVFHQGV�WKH�OLPLWDWLRQV�RI�KXPDQ�
ODQJXDJH��,

�ou-1Ѵ;�;ѴѴo�v_br��uo]u-lĹ Retreats #1, 2, 7, 8
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9   While God transcends the categories of human gender, we stick with the pronoun most 
     used in the Bible to refer to God.
10   There are deep things about God that can be known simply by interacting with and 
     contemplating natural creation.  God continues to reveal himself through creation.
11   Having been made in the image of God, every human being has the capacity to reveal 
     something of God to us, including those who are different from us and perhaps 
     particularly those to whom we are not naturally drawn.
12   Jesus Christ is different and of a completely different sort than all other varieties of 
     GLYLQH�UHYHODWLRQ���$V�WKH�GHĆQLWLYH�UHYHODWLRQ�RI�*RG��-HVXV�LV�UDGLFDOO\�XQLTXH�
13   There are valuable insights about God to be gained from non-Christian or pre-
     Christian sources, every aspect of creation, the moments of our days, and any personal 
     circumstance.
14   �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ The presence of the Spirit in other followers of Jesus is a foundation for 
     how we interact with others in the family of faith, regardless of difference.  We approach 
     all true followers of Jesus truly as brothers and sisters in one family, our family.
15   �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ Connection to a local expression of the Church matters– serving it, building 
     it up, and loving it.  Sometimes this love manifests itself by critiquing the Church when 
     it is not revealing God’s character, calling it to live into its vocation to reveal God more 
     clearly.
16   As a primary place of God’s revelation, engaging the Bible matters deeply.  �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ 
     This introduces the basis for study and engagement with the Christian Scripture.  Those 
     who are not able to do so still can have a meaningful relationship with God.

.H\�6FULSWXUH�5HIHUHQFHV��$�-Q�������%�5RP�������&�*HQ�������'�-Q��������&RO�������(���&RU���������
&RO����������)���7LP����������+HE�������*�+DE�������-Q�������
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5HYHODWLRQ�
0RWLYDWHG�E\�ORYH�$�*RG�GHVLUHV�WR�EH�NQRZQ�DQG�VR�
KDV�UHYHDOHG�KLPVHOI��WKURXJK�DOO�FUHDWLRQ���%�KXPDQ�
EHLQJV���&�DQG�-HVXV�&KULVW��WKH�/RJRV���'�*RG�FRQWLQXHV�
WR�UHYHDO�KLPVHOI�LQ�WKHVH�DQG�RWKHU�ZD\V����DQG�QRZ�
SDUWLFXODUO\�WKURXJK�WKRVH�LQ�ZKRP�*RGֻV�6SLULW�OLYHV���
DQG�WKH�&KXUFK���(�*RG�KDV�DQG�FRQWLQXHV�WR�UHYHDO�
KLPVHOI�WKURXJK�WKH�ZULWWHQ�6FULSWXUH�ZKLFK�LV�LQVSLUHG��
DXWKRULWDWLYH��DQG�DOLYH���)�%\�DOO�WKLV�*RG�LV�PDGH�PRUH�
NQRZQ��WKDW�LV��*RG�LV�JORUL১HG�*

�ou-1Ѵ;�;ѴѴo�v_br��uo]u-lĹ Retreats #2, 3, 9
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17   �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ That God is a sentient, conscious, thoughtful being and can communicate 
     is the basis for prayer in all its forms, including petitionary prayer and contemplative/
     listening prayer.  There are many legitimate forms of prayer across the spectrum of
     the Christian tradition.
18   God’s orientation to us is always love, and this is true for every human.  God loves every 
     human, which impacts how we see and treat each person or type of people.  �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ 
     That God sees us, always, is the foundation for how we experience the unique challenges 
     of our individual lives.
19   The original purpose for creating people was that we would reveal God and share God’s 
     nature with God in union, also called Theosis. God wants to be put on display, not only 
     for his sake, but ours too. Further, it is part of the original design that we would be 
     GLJQLĆHG�E\�GRLQJ�*RGèV�ZRUN�RQ�KLV�EHKDOI��KXPDQV�DV�WKH�PDWHULDO�KDQGV�DQG�IHHW�RI�
     the immaterial God.
20   Theosis is the heart, ground, and goal of Christianity and all human existence.
21   Every human being is invited into this union with God, and each one will experience it 
     differently because each person is radically unique. The point is not to live someone 
     else’s relationship to God but one’s own through union with Christ.
22   God has made each person unique in order for them to be their own unique expressions 
     of image-bearing humanity in their unique circumstances and callings. To 
     live into this is freedom and bliss, regardless of how challenging it is or whatever      
     suffering it leads to.  Further, our vocations will be unique, both paid and unpaid.

.H\�6FULSWXUH�5HIHUHQFHV��$���6DP����$FWV�����������%�0W����������&�-Q�������������������'���&RU�
������3KS�������(���3HW��������)���7LP����

3
*RG�LV�FRQVFLRXV�DQG�SHUVRQDOֵ�*RG�WDONV�DQG�OLVWHQV�
WR�XV�DQG�ZH�FDQ�WDON�DQG�OLVWHQ�WR�*RG���$�*RG�ORYHV�
XV��HDFK�DQG�HYHU\�KXPDQ�EHLQJ��DQG�LV�DWWHQWLYH�WR�DOO�
DVSHFWV�RI�HYHU\�KXPDQ�OLIH���%�*RG�GHVLUHV�LQWLPDF\�
ZLWK�XV&�HYHQ�VR�IDU�WKDW�ZH�ZRXOG�VKDUH�*RGֻV�QDWXUH�
WKURXJK�XQLRQ�ZLWK�KLP��EHFRPLQJ�PRUH�OLNH�*RG�'�
WKXV�PDQLIHVWLQJ�*RGֻV�SUHVHQFH�DQG�ZRUN�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��
WKHUHE\�UHYHDOLQJ�*RG�DQG�KLV�JORU\����7KLV�LQYLWDWLRQ�
WR�7KHRVLV��(�LV�IRU�HDFK�DQG�HYHU\�SHUVRQ���)�DQG�HDFK�
LQGLYLGXDO�SHUVRQ�FDQ�H[SHULHQFH�LW�XQLTXHO\�DFFRUGLQJ�
WR�KRZ�*RG�KDV�XQLTXHO\�PDGH�WKHP���

5HODWLRQVKLS�DQG�8QLRQ�

�ou-1Ѵ;�;ѴѴo�v_br��uo]u-lĹ Retreats #1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8
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23   �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ This section introduces the basis for creation care and wise stewardship 
     of the natural world on God’s behalf. This includes the development of the created world 
     across the wide scope of vocations and human development. Co-creating with God 
     IRU�WKH�ćRXULVKLQJ�RI�DOO�WKLQJV�LV�HVVHQWLDO�WR�WKH�KXPDQ�YRFDWLRQ��FRUSRUDWHO\�DQG�DV�
     individuals.
24   2XU�SODQHW�LV�D�YHU\�ORFDOL]HG�DQG�VSHFLĆF�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�*RGèV�DFWLRQ�LQ�D�YHU\�ELJ�VRODU�
     system, galaxy, and universe. God is very big; we are very small. Still, we are loved with 
     LQĆQLWH�GLJQLW\�DQG�HWHUQDO�YDOXH���lrѴb1-ঞomĹ This is a foundation for awe and humility, 
     gratitude and praise.  We are “the Visited Planet.”
25   Shalom is the tangible expression of the fullness and goodness of God in everything. If 
     a person or arena is not experiencing God’s goodness, no one is fully experiencing 
     God’s goodness (and thereby God’s full revelation). �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ This introduces the 
     basis for concern about any place or person or community not experiencing Shalom, 
     which damages them, hides God’s glory and goodness, and obscures God’s design.
26   �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ�7KLV�LQWURGXFHV�WKH�QRWLRQV�RI�PXWXDO�ćRXULVKLQJ�DQG�WKH�FRPPRQ�JRRG�
     for _all_ people.
27   �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ This introduces the idea of the priesthood of all believers.
28   A person’s actual freedom is the center jewel in the crown of being made in the image 
     of God. �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ This introduces a basis for treating others with respect, without 
     coercion or manipulation.

.H\�6FULSWXUH�5HIHUHQFHV��$�*HQ��������%�,V���������&�,V��������5HY���������'���3HW������5HY��������
(�5RP����������0W���������
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(DUWK�DQG�6KDORP���
*RG�FUHDWHG�WKH�SODQHW�ZH�FDOO�(DUWK��$�IRU�*RGֻV�
6KDORP���%�*RG�GHVLUHV�WR�EH�LQ�ORYLQJ�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�
DOO�WKLQJV�VR�WKDW�DOO�WKLQJV�ZRXOG�PXWXDOO\�২RXULVK�LQ�
KDUPRQ\�WRJHWKHU�LQ�DQG�WKURXJK�*RG��7KLV�ZDV�*RGֻV�
RULJLQDO�LQWHQW�DQG�GHVLJQ��ZKDW�*RG�LV�ZDQWLQJ�DQG�
ZRUNLQJ�WR�UHVWRUH��DQG�ZLOO�UHVWRUH�&�0DUNHG�E\�ORYH�
DQG�MXVWLFH��(DUWK�ZDV�WR�EHֵDQG�LQGHHG�ZLOO�EHֵ�*RGֻV�
LQFDUQDWH�.LQJGRP���ZLWK�D�NLQJGRP�RI�SULHVWV���IRU�DOO�
SHRSOH�DQG�DOO�WKLQJV�'�+XPDQ�EHLQJV�DUH�LQYLWHG�DQG�
HYHQ�EHFNRQHG�WR�MRLQ�*RG�LQ�WKLV�ZRUN��ZKLOH�JLYHQ�WKH�
IUHHGRP�WR�UHIXVH���(

�ou-1Ѵ;�;ѴѴo�v_br��uo]u-lĹ Retreats #5, 6, 7
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29   Going deeper into biblical anthropology, this section begins heavily weighted in the 
     direction of the inherent goodness and dignity of created people, an important 
     FRUUHFWLYH�LQ�VRPH�VHWWLQJV��+XPDQV�ZHUH�ĆUVW�JRRG�EHIRUH�ZH�ZHUH�IDOOHQð�WKLV�
     orientation deeply matters.
30   “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female 
     he created them. And God blessed them. And God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply.’” 
     (Gn 1:27-28)  Every human being equally bears the image of God, and Christian 
     community marked by love can powerfully reveal God.  God created human beings both 
�����PDOH�DQG�IHPDOH�WR�PRUH�IXOO\�UHćHFW�KLV�LPDJH��DQG�IXUWKHU�WKDW�WKH�PDUULDJH�XQLRQ�RI�
�����D�PDQ�DQG�D�ZRPDQ�PDUNHG�E\�OLIH�ORQJ�ĆGHOLW\�ZRXOG�UHYHDO�ERWK�KLV�LPDJH�DQG�*RGèV�

.H\�6FULSWXUH�5HIHUHQFHV��$��*HQ����������%�3V������������-HU������&�*HQ�������'�-Q����������(�*HQ����
)��(FF�������5RP�������*�*HQ������+�*HQ��������-Q������,�*HQ�������-�/N���������.�(SK�������/�,V�������
����/N��������0�-Q����������3HW��������(SK��������������

5

'LJQLW\�DQG�'DUNQHVV���
+XPDQ�EHLQJV�ZHUH�DQG�DUH�PDGH�LQ�WKH�LPDJH�RI�
*RG���$�DQG�DV�VXFK�HDFK�LQGLYLGXDO�SHUVRQ�DW�HYHU\�
VWDJH�RI�OLIH���KROGV�LQ১QLWH�YDOXH�DQG�GLJQLW\���%�:KLOH�
WKHUH�LV�WUHPHQGRXV�GLYHUVLW\�DPRQJVW�KXPDQNLQG����
DOO�KXPDQV�ZHUH�DQG�DUH�FUHDWHG�WR�OLYH�LQ�ORYH�XQLRQ�
ZLWK�*RG��LQ�KDUPRQ\�ZLWK�HDFK�RWKHU�DQG�ZLWK�DOO�
FUHDWLRQ��DQG�WR�GHYHORS�WKH�FUHDWHG�ZRUOG��&�WR�EH�D�
SODFH�RI�6KDORP�DQG�PXWXDO�২RXULVKLQJ�IRU�DOO�SHRSOHV�
DQG�DOO�FUHDWLRQ�'�+XPDQV�ZHUH�FUHDWHG�WR�ORYH�*RG�
DQG�EH�ORYHG�E\�*RG��EH�RQH�ZLWK�*RG��VKDUH�*RGֻV�
QDWXUH��UHYHDO�*RG��SDUWLFLSDWH�ZLWK�*RG��DQG�ZRUVKLS�
*RG���%HFDXVH�RI�VLQ���(�KXPDQNLQG�LQLWLDOO\�IDLOHG�LQ�LWV�
YRFDWLRQ�WR�OLYH�LQ�XQLRQ�ZLWK�*RG�DQG�RQH�DQRWKHU�IRU�
WKH�VDNH�RI�DOO�FUHDWLRQ�)�2XU�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�*RG���
DQG�ZLWK�HDFK�RWKHU���ZDV�EURNHQ�*�3URIRXQG�DQG�
SHUYDVLYH�EURNHQQHVV���HQWHUHG�WKH�ZRUOG�DW�HYHU\�OHYHO��
LQFOXGLQJ�GHDWK�+�7KH�ZRUOG�ZDV�FXUVHG�DQG�LV�EURNHQ�,�
6DWDQ-�DQG�WKH�SRZHUV�RI�(YLO��.�ZHUH�XQOHDVKHG�LQ�WKH�
ZRUOG�DQG�JLYHQ�JUHDW�LQ২XHQFH�ZLWK�YHU\�WDQJLEOH�DQG�
LQFDUQDWH�H০HFW�/�(YLO�VHHNV�WR�GLPLQLVK�DQG�GHVWUR\���
DOO�RI�*RGֻV�FUHDWLRQV���FRQVWDQWO\��SHUVLVWHQWO\��DQG�
SRZHUIXOO\�E\�DQ\�PHDQV�DYDLODEOH�0
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     invitation to an intimate love relationship with him. �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ This original creation 
     and design forms the basis for Christian sexual ethics and explains the power and 
     pleasure of sexuality.
31   This pertains to every individual man, woman and child, from conception through every 
     stage of life to natural death.
32   �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ The image of God in every human being– past, present, and future– 
     introduces the basis for a “complete and coherent pro-life ethic.” This ethic has 
     LPSOLFDWLRQV�IRU�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�WKUHDWHQV�WKH�OLIH�RU��ćRXULVKLQJ�RI�HDFK�LQGLYLGXDO�
     human being anywhere, at any time, at every stage of life. These threats are many and 
     range in scope from the personal and relational, to the cultural and systemic.
33   The diversity of peoples (temperaments, cultures, languages, ethnicities, giftings, 
     KLVWRULHV��DQG�PRUH��WHVWLĆHV�WR�WKH�EURDG�UDQJH�RI�*RGèV�VHOI�WKDW�FDQQRW�EH�IXOO\�
     expressed in one people or culture. �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ This forms the basis for valuing 
     diversity, and particularly peoples and cultures that may be too often overlooked
     or undervalued.
34   �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ This introduces the basis for the theology of vocation and the divine value 
     of work, the “Garden Mandate.”
35   Sin is real, an affront to the holiness of God with deadly consequences. �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ This 
     introduces the need for the forgiveness of sin, and the basis for the pursuit of freedom 
     from sin, obedience, and holiness. Sin is not consonant with the dignity of our 
     design and fundamental vocations. Sin dishonors God. Further, sin seeks to steal from
     us the good life that God wants for us.
36   Sin separates us from God, thus the call to conversion by repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins through 
     Christ matters. The right response to this forgiveness is the pursuit of holiness, Christ-
     likeness, and loving and caring for others.
37   Broken relationships between people and groups of people is a result of the fall and 
     must be resisted. This is not part of God’s design. �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ This reality calls for both 
     peacemaking and being peacemakers.
38   �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ The utter brokenness of the world calls for redemptive response in all the 
     ways it manifests itself, as an ongoing ministry of the redeeming God.
39   Dark spiritual forces are real. �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ This introduces the reality of spiritual 
     warfare and the legitimacy of engaging spiritual forces spiritually, physically, and 
     sacramentally.
40   This can be explicit (i.e. abortion, genocide, gun violence, etc.) or more subtle (i.e. 
     systemic racism, imbalanced economic possibility, accessibility issues, unjust law, etc.). 
     �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ This introduces the basis for the legitimacy of Christian political action for 
     the sake of resisting diminishment and destruction as well as political action for the 
     VDNH�RI�FUHDWLQJ�WKH�FRQWH[W�IRU�ćRXULVKLQJ��ZLWKRXW�SXWWLQJ�RXU�XOWLPDWH�KRSH�LQ�KXPDQ�
     political systems. 
41   These creations include both human and not-human.
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42   There were many people living 4,000 years ago spread across the entire planet Earth, 
     some in quite advanced civilizations. God was neither absent nor inactive.
43   There is much to be gained by studying the Old Testament, particularly for what we 
     can learn about the nature, ways, and desires of God and God’s design and desire for 
     KLV�SHRSOH���)XUWKHU��WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�LV�VLJQLĆFDQWO\�GLPLQLVKHG�ZLWKRXW�D�
     foundational understanding of the Old.

.H\�6FULSWXUH�5HIHUHQFHV��$�*HQ���������%�([����������&�'HXW����������&KU�������'�+HE���������
(�([�������
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7KH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�
)RXQGDWLRQ�
2XW�RI�DOO�WKH�SHRSOH�SRSXODWLQJ�WKH�SODQHW�������\HDUV�
DJR����*RG�FDOOHG�$EUDP$�DQG�WKURXJK�KLP�HQWHUHG�LQWR�
D�VSHFLDO�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�KLV�GHVFHQGDQWV�ZKR�ZRXOG�
EH�FDOOHG�,VUDHO��WKDW�WKH\�ZRXOG�EH�D�VSHFLDO�UHYHODWLRQ�
RI�*RGֻV�QDWXUH��FKDUDFWHU��DQG�ZD\V�%�7KH�VWRU\�RI�*RGֻV�
UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�,VUDHO��HVSHFLDOO\�WKH�([RGXV��UHYHDOV�
*RGֻV�VRYHUHLJQW\�RYHU�D�KLVWRU\�FRYHULQJ�WKRXVDQGV�
RI�\HDUV�DQG�KLV�FRQVLVWHQW�DQG�IDLWKIXO�ORYH�IRU�KLV�
SHRSOH��,Q�VSLWH�RI�WKHLU�GLVREHGLHQFH�WR�WKH�/DZ�KH�
KDG�SURYLGHG�WR�WKHP�WKURXJK�0RVHV��*RG�SHUVLVWHQWO\�
FDOOHG�WKHP�EDFN�WKURXJK�WKH�3URSKHWV���&�7KURXJK�WKLV�
FRYHQDQW�UHODWLRQVKLS��*RG�ODLG�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�
0HVVLDK��WKH�&KULVW��ZKRVH�FRPLQJ�PHW�WKH�H[SHFWDWLRQV�
DQG�KRSHV�RI�,VUDHO��IXO১OOLQJ�*RGֻV�SURPLVH�WR�JLYH�
KLV�SHRSOH�QHZ�KHDUWV�WR�ORYH��VHUYH�DQG�HQMR\�KLP�'�
7KH�-HZLVK�SHRSOH�ZHUH�WR�PRGHO�*RGֻV�ZD\V�LQ�WKH�
ZRUOG�DQG�SUHSDUH�WKH�ZD\�IRU�WKH�&KULVW�(�7KH\�ZHUH�
IRUHUXQQHUV�WR�*RGֻV�VHOI�DQG�*RGֻV�ZD\V�EHLQJ�UHYHDOHG�
PRUH�IXOO\�WR�DQG�IRU�DOO�SHRSOH�
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44   �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ This section introduces the central and all-orienting reality of Jesus. It 
     forms the basis for simple Christological orthodoxy.
45   This locates a particular orientation to appreciate, learn from, and be inspired by Mary’s 
     humility, faithfulness, and “Yes” to God. (Lk 1:38)
46   �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ Deep engagement with the Gospels especially matters, what Jesus said 
     and also how he lived and what he did.  Not everything about Jesus’ life and teachings 
     was recorded in the Gospels. In fact, we know very very little about Jesus’ life.
47   -HVXV�GLG�QRW�UHYHDO�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�WR�EH�NQRZQ�DERXW�WKH�LQĆQLWH�*RG��+H�
     revealed what needed to be known at that time, in that culture and context, which was 
     enough for all times and contexts. Still there is more. He did reveal the essential essence 
     of God, and that is enough. Still there is more.

.H\�6FULSWXUH�5HIHUHQFHV��$�0W����������/N���������%�0W����������-Q�������&�+HE������'�&RO������
(�-Q��������)���-Q����
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,QFDUQDWLRQ���
7KHQ�������\HDUV�DJR��*RG�PRVW�FOHDUO\�DQG�IXOO\�
UHYHDOHG�KLPVHOI�WKURXJK�-HVXV�RI�1D]DUHWK��D�
-HZLVK�PDQ��WKH�&KULVW��ERUQ�RI�WKH�YLUJLQ�0DU\���LQ�
%HWKOHKHP�$��-HVXV�ZDV�*RGֻV�6RQ�DQG�*RG�LQFDUQDWH�%��
-HVXV�ZDV�D�UHDO�PDQ�DQG�UHDOO\�*RG��WKH�YLVLEOH�DQG�
WDQJLEOH�HPERGLPHQW�RI�WKH�LQYLVLEOH�DQG�HWHUQDO�*RG�&�
-HVXV�LV�WKH�IXOOHVW�UHYHODWLRQ�RI�*RG�WKLV�SODQHW�KDV�\HW�
VHHQ�'�7KURXJK�KLV�OLIH�DQG�WHDFKLQJV����-HVXV�UHYHDOHG�
VRPH�WUXH�WUXWKV�DERXW�*RG�DQG�*RGֻV�ZD\V��WKDW�
ZKLFK�ZH�PRVW�QHHG�WR�NQRZ�EXW�QRW�DOO�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�WR�
NQRZ���(�1DWXUDOO\��-HVXVֻV�OLIH�ZDV�RULHQWHG�E\�/RYH�)
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48    �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ This section forms the basis for emphasizing the Kingdom of God as the 
     major theme of Jesus’ ministry and of the Christian’s orientation.
49  The Kingdom of God is where the ways God designed things to be actually happen, 
     where what God wants done is done. It is very expansive and also very particular.
50  The Kingdom of God and the love and power of God is for all people, not just some 
     people.

.H\�6FULSWXUH�5HIHUHQFHV��$��0W�������/N�������%��-Q����������-Q����&�0W�����������'�0W���������0W�
����/N�����������(�5R������)��-Q����������&R�����*��-Q�������+�0W��������,�-Q�����������-�3KS��������+HE�
���������������.�,V�������/N����������$FWV�������/���&RU����������0�5RP����������+HE����������1�5HY�
������
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.LQJGRP�DQG�)DPLO\���
-HVXV�ZDV�VHQW�DQG�GHWHUPLQHG�WR�SURFODLP�WKH�JRRG�
QHZV�RI�WKH�UHDOLW\��DFFHVVLELOLW\��SUHVHQFH��DQG�FRPLQJ�
RI�WKH�.LQJGRP�RI�*RG���$�DV�ZHOO�DV�WR�GHPRQVWUDWH�
*RGֻV�ORYH�DQG�SRZHU�WR�DQG�IRU�DOO�SHRSOH���%�+H�ZDV�
SDUWLFXODUO\�FRQFHUQHG�IRU�WKH�SRRU�DQG�YXOQHUDEOH�
DQG�WKRVH�RQ�WKH�PDUJLQV�RI�VRFLHW\���&�DQG�KH�ZDV�
FRPPLWWHG�WR�DQG�FRQFHUQHG�DERXW�MXVWLFH���'�+H�ZDV�
GHWHUPLQHG�WR�PDNH�WKH�ZD\�DQG�SRLQW�WKH�ZD\�WR�
HWHUQDO�OLIH��ZKLFK�FDQ�EHJLQ�ZKLOH�ZH�DUH�VWLOO�RQ�
HDUWK��(�DQG�FRQWLQXHV�DIWHU�RXU�GHDWK�)�:KLOH�KHUH�
KH�PDLQWDLQHG�FRQVWDQW�DWWHQWLYHQHVV���WR�KLV�)DWKHU�*�
DQG�UHWUHDWHG�RIWHQ�LQ�VROLWXGH���+�:KLOH�KHUH��-HVXV�
VX০HUHG��QRW�RQO\�LQ�KLV�3DVVLRQ,�EXW�LQ�KLV�ZKROH�
HDUWKO\�H[SHULHQFH���-�:KLOH�KHUH�-HVXV�ZDV�UHMHFWHG���.�
0RWLYDWHG�E\�ORYH�RI�SHRSOH��KLV�ORYH�IRU�KLV�)DWKHU��DQG�
KLV�GHVLUH�WR�UHYHDO�KLV�)DWKHU��-HVXV�GLG�ZKDW�KH�GLG�VR�
WKDW�KXPDQ�EHLQJV�FRXOG�KDYH�UHFRQFLOHG�UHODWLRQVKLSV�
ZLWK�*RG�/��7KH�SRLQW�RI�WKLV�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ�LV�WR�
LQWLPDWHO\�VKDUH�LQ�-HVXV �ֻORYH�XQLRQ�ZLWK�KLV�)DWKHU�VR�
WKDW�WRJHWKHU�KH�DQG�ZH�ZRXOG�EH�*RGֻV�ELJ�IDPLO\��0�
ZLWK�RQH�)DWKHU��QRZ�VSLULWXDOO\�DQG�ODWHU�SK\VLFDOO\�LQ�
WKH�1HZ�&UHDWLRQ�RI�WKH�1HZ�(DUWK�1
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51  �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ This introduces the basis for the Christian’s commitment to and orientation 
     towards the poor.
52   �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ This introduces the basis for the Christian’s commitment and orientation
     to pursuing justice.
53  Eternal life with God can be accessed before death, justifying spiritual practices and 
     disciplines, and the intentional pursuit of ongoing formation and transformation. “Living 
     eternal life now” can become a posture and orientation for our whole lives.
54  Jesus wants for us the same sort of relationship he had with his Father, introducing
     the basis for the contemplative life and related spiritual practices.
55  �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ This forms the basis for taking personal spiritual retreats.
56  This is the foundation for how we understand and approach our own sufferings. To 
     consecrate our pain to Jesus’ use is to see it redeemed.
57  �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ Jesus’ suffering and rejection introduces ideas of what Jesus’ followers 
     might expect in their own experiences as they follow his way and live his life.
58  God’s big family means God as Father to us all, Jesus as older brother to us all, and we
     as brothers and sisters with Jesus and each other, one family.
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59   Our sinfulness matters, and the cross of Jesus matters so much more. Primarily, at
     the cross, the love and nature of God was put on clearest display. At the cross, our need 
     IRU�DWRQHPHQW�LV�UHFRJQL]HG�DQG�DIĆUPHG��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�LQYLWDWLRQV�WR�QHZ�OLIH�LQ�&KULVW�
     the cross creates, which includes the ability to engage in an unhindered relationship 
     with God.
60  As it says in the Apostle’s Creed (pg 28), Jesus “suffered under Pontius Pilate,” the 
�����5RPDQ�JRYHUQRU�RI�,VUDHO�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�ĆUVW�FHQWXU\���7KLV�ORFDWHV�-HVXV�KLVWRULFDOO\�LQ�D�
�����VSHFLĆF�WLPH�DQG�SODFH�
61   Cruciform Love, which then sets the pattern for all Christian love.
62   +HQFH��RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�DQFLHQW�WLWOHV�IRU�-HVXV�LV�ê&KULVWXV�9LFWRUë��D�VLJQLĆFDQW�WKHPH
     in early Christianity.
63   �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ This forms an initial basis for evangelism.

�ou-1Ѵ;�;ѴѴo�v_br��uo]u-lĹ Retreats #1, 5, 11, 12
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&UXFL১[LRQ���
7KURXJK�KLV�FUXFL১[LRQ�DQG�GHDWK����WKH�ZLOOLQJ�VDFUL১FH�
RI�-HVXV�PRVW�FOHDUO\�GLVSOD\V�KLV�ORYH�DQG�WKH�ORYH�RI�
*RG���$�7KH�FURVV�DFFRPSOLVKHG�&KULVWֻV�YLFWRU\�RYHU�
HYLO���%�7KH�FURVV�PDGH�SRVVLEOH�WKH�IRUJLYHQHVV�RI�DOO�
VLQV�SDVW��SUHVHQW��DQG�IXWXUH�&�PDNLQJ�D�ZD\�IRU�QHZ�
OLIH�DQG�UHFRQFLOHG�UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZLWK�D�KRO\�*RG�E\�
JUDFH�WKURXJK�RXU�UHSHQWDQFH�DQG�IDLWK�LQ�&KULVW���'
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64   :H�DIĆUP�WKH�SK\VLFDO�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�RI�-HVXV�DQG�DOO�RI�LWV�PDQ\��lrѴb1-ঞomv, including 
     the hope for our own resurrection, the value of the body, and stewardship of creation.
65  �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ This forms another basis for evangelism.

.H\�6FULSWXUH�5HIHUHQFHV��$�0W����������0N���������/N���������-Q�����������%���&RU�����&�5RP������
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5HVXUUHFWLRQ���
-HVXV�ZDV�UDLVHG�SK\VLFDOO\�IURP�GHDWK�DW�KLV�
UHVXUUHFWLRQ��WKH�১UVW�GD\�RI�QHZ�FUHDWLRQ�$�%\�KLV�
UHVXUUHFWLRQ��-HVXV�ZDV�WKH�১UVW�WR�EUHDN�WKH�১QDOLW\�
RI�GHDWK�DQG�FUHDWH�WKH�ZD\�DQG�PHDQV�IRU�RXU�
RZQ�HPERGLHG�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�DQG�HWHUQDO�OLIH���%�7KH�
VDFUDPHQW�RI�EDSWLVP�XQLWHV�XV�WR�-HVXV�E\�EHLQJ�MRLQHG�
ZLWK�KLP�LQ�GHDWK�DQG�EHLQJ�UDLVHG�ZLWK�KLP�WR�QHZ�
OLIH�&
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66   �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ This section introduces the foundation for our simple and deep Christian 
     vocation–to further the ministry and mission of Jesus in its whole sweep, in both deed 
     and word.
67   Following Jesus’ explicit lead, bearing witness to him in deed and word demonstrates 
     the breadth of the Gospel to include acts of the Kingdom of God and also sharing the 
     facts about Jesus.
68   Believers sharing life together matters for both mission and formation. �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ This 
     introduces the basis for Christian community.
69   �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ This raises the central importance of the sacrament of the Eucharist, not 
     merely as remembrance but as actual spiritual sustenance and a true means of divine 
     exchange. Jesus’ “Real Presence” is really present in the mystery that is the Eucharist.

.H\�6FULSWXUH�5HIHUHQFHV��$�0N����������0W�����������%�/N����������������&�$FWV�������������������
'�$FWV��������(�-Q����������0N�����������/N�������������&RU���������

&KULVW�)ROORZHUV��7KH�*RVSHO��
DQG�&RPPXQLRQ���
:KLOH�RQ�(DUWK��-HVXV�UHFHLYHG�DQG�VHOHFWHG�IROORZHUV�WR�
EH�ZLWK�KLP��WR�OHDUQ�IURP�KLP��DQG�WR�MRLQ�LQ�KLV�PLVVLRQ�
RI�SURFODLPLQJ�DQG�EULQJLQJ�WKH�JRRG�QHZV�RI�WKH�
.LQJGRP�RI�*RG�WR�DOO�SHRSOH��LQ�ERWK�GHHG�DQG�ZRUG���$�
+H�HPSRZHUHG�WKHP�DQG�VHQW�WKHP�RXW�WR�IXUWKHU�DQG�
FRQWLQXH�KLV�PLVVLRQ�%�ZKLFK�WKH\�GLG�LQ�FRPPXQLW\�
ZLWK�RQH�DQRWKHU�IRU�WKHLU�RZQ�IRUPDWLRQ�DQG�PXWXDO�
DVVLVWDQFH���&�+H�WKHQ�DVFHQGHG�LQWR�KHDYHQ�'�:KLOH�RQ�
(DUWK��-HVXV�LQVWLWXWHG�WKH�VDFUDPHQW�RI�FRPPXQLRQ�
ZKHUHE\�KLV�IROORZHUV�WKHQ�DQG�QRZ�FRXOG�EH�
FRQWLQXDOO\�QRXULVKHG�LQ�WKHLU�XQLRQ�ZLWK�KLP���(
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70   This insight is helpfully stated by John Stott.
71  �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ The need for the Spirit is the basis for all spiritual practice and discipline,
     for the experience of union with God, and for the purpose of empowerment to do
     God’s work.
72   By giving his disciples God’s Spirit, Jesus created a new sort of human being, a new 
     creature, echoing the Garden of Eden.
73   �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ This is the foundation for domestic and global missions.

.H\�6FULSWXUH�5HIHUHQFHV��$�-Q��������%�$FWV��������&�$FWV����������������'�-Q��������(�-Q��������
������������-Q��������

7KH�+RO\�6SLULW�
7KH�+RO\�6SLULW�XQLYHUVDOL]HV�DQG�LQWHUQDOL]HV�WKH�
SUHVHQFH�RI�-HVXV����$IWHU�KLV�UHVXUUHFWLRQ��-HVXV�JDYH�
WKH�6SLULW�RI�*RG���WR�KLV�FORVHVW�EDQG�RI�GLVFLSOHV��$�
DQG�FRPPLVVLRQHG�WKHP�WR�FRQWLQXH�KLV�PLVVLRQ�
HYHQ�DV�KH�KLPVHOI�ZDV�VHQW��HYHQ�WR�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�
ZRUOG���%�$IWHU�KLV�DVFHQVLRQ��-HVXV�JDYH�*RGֻV�6SLULW�
WR�DOO�WKRVH�ZKR�EHOLHYHG�LQ�KLP�&��7KLV�ZDV�VR�WKDW�
WKH\�FRXOG�H[SHULHQFH�XQLRQ�ZLWK�-HVXV�DQG�DOVR�EH�
HPSRZHUHG�E\�KLP�WR�FRQWLQXH�KLV�ZRUN'�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�
DV�-HVXVֻV�RQJRLQJ�LQFDUQDWH�SUHVHQFH��ZLWK�D�SURIRXQG�
RULHQWDWLRQ�WR�/RYH�(
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74   “Ekklesia,” Greek for “called ones” is where we get the basis for the word that has 
     become “church.”
75   The earliest lifestyle for the church revolved around Scripture, prayer, fellowship, and 
     the sacrament, shared in each other’s homes while taking care of each other’s needs 
     and the needs of the poor. �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ This forms the basis for many things including 
     corporate worship, hospitality, mercy, Bible study, generosity, community, and of
     course prayer.
76  �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ This forms the basis for being connected to some sort of established church.
77   �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ This forms the basis for our commitment to church unity because there 
     is in fact only one Church, and external divisions hide the glory of God and diminish our 
     experience of God’s richness. They are not only distracting, they are false and destructive. 
     The pursuit of Christian unity around the Apostles Creed (pg 28) through 
     interdenominational relations  and ecumenism is an essential task.

.H\�6FULSWXUH�5HIHUHQFHV��$�$F�������%�$F��������&�$F�����������������'�(SK��������(�(SK�������
)���&RU��������&RO�������*�(SK������+���3HW������,�-Q�������������-Q��������

&KXUFK�DQG�&RPPXQLW\�
7KH�JRRG�QHZV�DERXW�WKH�.LQJGRP�RI�*RG�DQG�WKH�
PDQ\�LPSOLFDWLRQV�RI�WKH�OLIH��GHDWK��DQG�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�RI�
-HVXV�EHJDQ�WR�VSUHDG��DQG�-HVXV �FDOOHG�RQHVֿ��$�EHJDQ־ֻ�
WR�RUJDQL]H�WKHLU�FRUSRUDWH�OLIH���DQG�ZRUVKLS�XQGHU�
WKHLU�DSSRLQWHG�DXWKRULWLHV���DV�WKH\�FDUULHG�RXW�-HVXVֻV�
PLVVLRQ�%��7KLV�JURXS�ZDV�PDUNHG�E\�UDGLFDO�GLYHUVLW\�
DQG�UDGLFDO�KRVSLWDOLW\�&�7KLV�ERG\�ZRXOG�EHFRPH�
NQRZQ�DV־�WKH�&KXUFK�ֿ�DQG�WKHUH�LV�RQO\�RQH�&KXUFK���'�
-HVXV�LV�WKH�KHDG�RI�WKH�&KXUFK�LQ�KHDYHQ�(�WKH�&KXUFK�
LV�KLV�ERG\�RQ�HDUWK�)�)ROORZHUV�RI�-HVXV��PDGH�RQH�ZLWK�
KLP�E\�KLV�6SLULW�*�DUH�WKH�RQJRLQJ�,QFDUQDWLRQ�RI�KLV�
,QFDUQDWLRQ��WKHUHE\�UHYHDOLQJ�WKH�UHDOLW\�DQG�QDWXUH�
RI�WKH�*RG�:KR�,V�DQG�EULQJLQJ�*RGֻV�.LQJGRP�PRUH�
IXOO\�WR�(DUWK�+�1DWXUDOO\��IROORZHUV�RI�-HVXV�ZLOO�EH�
RULHQWHG�DURXQG�/RYH�,
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78   �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ 7KLV�VHFWLRQ�RULHQWV�XV�RQ��DQG�MXVWLĆHV��GRLQJ�WKLQJV�QRZ�WKDW�DUH�
     foretastes of the Kingdom to come.

.H\�6FULSWXUH�5HIHUHQFHV��$�0N����������&RU��������%���7K�������+HE�������&�0W��������,V�����������0W�
�����������'�5HY��������(�0W���������)�0W������������������5RP������+HE�����

-HVXV �ֻ5HWXUQ���
$W�WKH�DSSRLQWHG�WLPH$�DQG�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�(DUWKֻV�WLPH�
DV�ZH�NQRZ�LW��-HVXV�&KULVW�ZLOO�UHWXUQ�WR�(DUWK�LQ�
ERGLO\�IRUP�%�DQG�UHQHZ�LW�SK\VLFDOO\��HQDEOLQJ�LW�WR�
১QDOO\�IXQFWLRQ�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�LWV�RULJLQDO�LQWHQW�DQG�
GHVLJQ�DW־�WKH�UHQHZDO�RI�DOO�WKLQJV�ֿ&7־�KH�NLQJGRP�
RI�WKH�ZRUOG�KDV�EHFRPH�WKH�NLQJGRP�RI�RXU�/RUG�DQG�
RI�KLV�&KULVW��DQG�KH�VKDOO�UHLJQ�IRUHYHU�DQG�HYHU�ֿ'�
8QWLO�WKHQ��DOO�H[SUHVVLRQV�RI�*RGֻV�.LQJGRP�LQ�WKH�
ZRUOG��WKRXJK�UHVLVWHG�DW�HYHU\�SRLQW��DUH�LQ�IDFW�*RGֻV�
.LQJGRP�FRPLQJ�LQWR�WKH�ZRUOG�(�7KH\�DUH�SRLQWHUV�
WR�DQG�IRUHWDVWHV�RI�WKH�JORU\�WR�FRPH���$W�KLV�UHWXUQ��
.LQJ�-HVXV�ZLOO�MXGJH�HDFK�KXPDQ�EHLQJ�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�
WKHLU�OLYHV�OLYHG�RQ�HDUWK�DQG�ERWK�SXQLVK�DQG�UHZDUG�
DSSURSULDWHO\��DQG�KLV�ZLVGRP�ZLOO�EH�MXVW��PHUFLIXO��
DQG�ZLVH�)

�ou-1Ѵ;�;ѴѴo�v_br��uo]u-lĹ Retreats #3, 6, 7, 10
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79   Ours is not to determine who is in or out of God’s eternal Kingdom. That is Jesus’ to
     know and decide, and his wisdom will be just.
80   �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ�7KLV�YLVLRQ�RI�KHDYHQ�MXVWLĆHV�HIIRUWV�LQ�PDQ\�DUHQDV��LQFOXGLQJ�ZRUOG�
     mission, ecumenical efforts, racial reconciliation, peacemaking, multi-ethnic churches 
     and worship, and more.
81  To participate in these things now is to anticipate their goodness to come.
82   �lrѴb1-ঞomĹ This introduces a basis for worship experiences on earth.

.H\�6FULSWXUH�5HIHUHQFHV��$�0W�������������������&RU���������%�-Q�����������5HY��������&�5HY�
�����'�,V����������(�3V��������3V�������,V��������5HY���������)�5HY���������*�5RP�������+5HY�
�����

1HZ�(DUWK�DQG�6KDORP�
5HDOL]HG�
7KRVH�XOWLPDWHO\�IRXQG�LQ�&KULVW�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�&KULVWֻV�
ZLVGRP�DQG�MXGJPHQW��$�ZLOO�SK\VLFDOO\�LQKDELW�WKH�
(DUWK�PDGH�QHZ��WRJHWKHU�LQ�SHUIHFW�XQLRQ�ZLWK�HDFK�
RWKHU�DQG�LQ�SHUIHFW�XQLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�)DWKHU�DQG�6RQ�ZLWK�
WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�%�7KH\�ZLOO�FRPH־�IURP�HYHU\�QDWLRQ��
IURP�DOO�WULEHV�DQG�SHRSOHV�DQG�ODQJXDJHV�ֿ��&�*RGֻV�
6KDORP�ZLOO�EH�UHDOL]HG�DQG�HQ২HVKHG��DOO�SHRSOH�DQG�
FUHDWLRQ�ZLOO�২RXULVK�LQ�PXWXDOLW\�ZLWK�HDFK�RWKHU�IRU�
UHFLSURFDO�EHQH১W���'�(DFK�SHUVRQ�DQG�WKLQJ�ZLOO�OLYH�DQG�
২RXULVK�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�*RGֻV�SHUIHFW�GHVLJQ�IRU�LW��DQG�
H[SHULHQFH�JUHDW�MR\�DQG�SOHDVXUH�(�*RG�LQ�KLV�ZLVGRP�
ZLOO�NQRZ�RXU�QH[W�YRFDWLRQV�DQG�RSSRUWXQLWLHV��DQG�
DOO�ZLOO�EH�RUGHUHG�E\�/RYH��*RG�ZLOO�EH�JLYHQ�JUHDW�
SUDLVH���)�PXFK�WR�WKH�HQMR\PHQW�RI�*RGֻV�ELJ�IDPLO\�*�
7KH�H[WHQW�WR�ZKLFK�*RGֻV�.LQJGRP�ZLOO�H[WHQG�WKURXJK�
WKH�XQLYHUVH�ZH�GR�QRW�\HW�NQRZ��QRU�WKH�IRUPV�RI�RXU�
SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�KLV�XQLYHUVDO�PLVVLRQ�RI�UHYHODWLRQ�DQG�
SHUKDSV�UHGHPSWLRQ���0DUDQDWKD�+
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7KH�,QYLWDWLRQ

/RRNLQJ�EDFN�RYHU�WKLV�VZHHS�RI�KLVWRU\�IURP�EHIRUH�DOO�WLPH�WR�WKH�
HQG�RI�WLPH��ZLWK�DOO�WLPHV�LQ�EHWZHHQ�LQFOXGLQJ�RXU�RZQ�ULJKW�QRZ��
ZH�FDQ�VD\�WKDW�(VVHQWLDO�&KULVWLDQLW\�LV�WKLV��

7KH�PLVVLRQ�RI�&RUDFOH�LV�DQG�KDV�EHHQ־�WR�LQVSLUH�DQG�HQDEOH�SHRSOH�
WR�EH�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�*RG�LQ�WKH�EURNHQQHVV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�WKURXJK�
6SLULWXDO�)RUPDWLRQ�IRU�.LQJGRP�$FWLRQ�ֿ

1RZ�ZLWK�D�FOHDUHU�VHQVH�RI�(VVHQWLDO�&KULVWLDQLW\ֻV�EHDXWLIXO�
EUHDGWK��ZH�DUH�DEOH�WR�ORFDWH�DQG�RULHQW�&RUDFOHֻV�PLVVLRQ�ZLWK�
PRUH�IRUFH�DQG�VSHFL১FLW\���:H�FDQ�DUWLFXODWH�RXU�XOWLPDWH־�:K\"ֿ��
RXU�GHHSHVW�HVVHQFH�DQG�ZKDW�ZHֻUH�PRVW�GHHSO\�DERXW�

7KH�(VVHQFH�RI�&RUDFOH7KH�(VVHQFH�RI�&RUDFOH�WKHQ�LV�

��������WR�JORULI\�DQG�WR�EHDU�ZLWQHVV�WR�WKH�*RG�:KR�,V�E\�
�����LQFDUQDWLQJ�HVVHQWLDO�&KULVWLDQLW\�ZLWK�DOO�LWV�PDQ\�DQG�
�����YDULHG�LPSOLFDWLRQV��ERWK�LQGLYLGXDOO\�DQG�RUJDQL]DWLRQDOO\�
�����LQ�FRPPXQLW\�DQG

*URXQGHG�DQG�RULHQWHG�LQ�/RYH��(VVHQWLDO�&KULVWLDQLW\�LV�
OLYLQJ�WKH�IXOOQHVV�RI�RQHֻV�ZKROH�OLIH�DQG�XQLTXH�VHOI�LQ�XQLRQ�
ZLWK�*RG�WKURXJK�&KULVW�HPSRZHUHG�E\�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW��
DQG�EULQJLQJ�*RGֻV�.LQJGRP�DQG�6KDORP�LQWR�WKH�ZRUOG�IRU�
ORYHֻV�VDNH�WKURXJK�FR�FUHDWLQJ�ZLWK�*RG�DQG�FR�UHGHHPLQJ�
EURNHQQHVV�ZLWK�-HVXV�XQWLO�RXU�GHDWK�RU�&KULVWֻV�UHWXUQ���

(VVHQWLDO�&KULVWLDQLW\�LV�XQLRQ�ZLWK�*RG�OLYHG�LQ�WKH�FRQFUHWH�
FLUFXPVWDQFHV�RI�HDFK�RI�RXU�XQLTXH�OLYHV�DV�*RG�VHHV�১W�WR�
XVH�XV�LQ�EULQJLQJ�*RGֻV�.LQJGRP�
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��������WR�LQYLWH�DQG�HQDEOH�RWKHUV�WR�MRLQ�DQG�MRXUQH\�WRJHWKHU�
�����LQ�WKLV�WKULOOLQJ�DGYHQWXUH�DQG�HQMR\�WKLV�ULFK�IHDVW���:H�GR�
�����WKLV�E\�ZRUNLQJ�WR�EULQJ�*RGֻV�6KDORP�ZKHUHYHU�LW�LV�QRW��
�����ZKLFK�PHDQV�FRQIURQWLQJ�EURNHQQHVV�LQ�DOO�LWV�IRUPV�ZLWK�
�����WKH�UHGHPSWLYH�SRZHU�RI�&KULVW��WKHUHE\�ZLWQHVVLQJ�WR�WKH�
�����UHDOLW\�RI�*RGֻV�.LQJGRP�XQWLO�&KULVW�UHWXUQV�DQG�FRPSOHWHV�
�����WKH�ZRUN�

2XU�,QYLWDWLRQ2XU�,QYLWDWLRQ�WKHQ�VLPSO\�LV�WR�OLYH�IXOO\�LQ�WKH�JRRGQHVV�RI�*RG�
RXUVHOYHV�DQG�WRJHWKHU�JLYH�WKH�JRRGQHVV�RI�*RG�IXOO\�WR�DOO�RWKHUV���
*RG�LV�JORUL১HG�WKURXJK�WKLV�ZRUN�E\�EHLQJ�UHYHDOHG��SUDLVHG��DQG�
HQMR\HG�

(VVHQWLDO�&KULVWLDQLW\�LV�ZKDW�ZH�DUH�MR\IXOO\�LQFDUQDWLQJ�$1'�(VVHQWLDO�&KULVWLDQLW\�LV�ZKDW�ZH�DUH�MR\IXOO\�LQFDUQDWLQJ�$1'�
LQYLWLQJ�RWKHUV�WR�MRLQ�XV�LQ�LQYLWLQJ�RWKHUV�WR�MRLQ�XV�LQ��:H�ZDQW�QRWKLQJ�OHVV�WKDQ�WKH�IXOOQHVV�
DQG�EHDXW\�DQG�VWUHQJWK�DQG�KRSH�DQG�MR\�WKDW�&KULVWLDQLW\�LV�LQ�DOO�
RI�LWV�JORULRXV�LPSOLFDWLRQV�DQG�VSOHQGRU���$QG�GR�\RX�ZDQW�WR�NQRZ�
ZKDWֻV�UHDOO\�FRRO"�7KHUH�LV�QRWKLQJ�QHZ�KHUH��MXVW�WDNLQJ�UDGLFDOO\�
WKDW�ZKLFK�KDV�DOZD\V�EHHQ�WKHUH��VHH�SDJH����

)ULHQG��ZH�KRSH�\RX�FDQ�MRLQ�XVֵ�RQOLQH��LQ�SHUVRQ��DURXQG�WKH�
FRXQWU\�DQG�HYHQ�WKH�JOREH���$W�WKH�YHU\�OHDVW��,�SUD\�WKDW�\RXֻOO�WDNH�
WKLV�YLVLRQ�RI�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�OLIH�DQG�IDLWK�DQG�ZRUN�LW�RXW�LQ�\RXU�
RZQ�VHWWLQJ�DQG�FRPPXQLWLHV���7KH�ZRUOG�QHHGV�PRUH�(VVHQWLDO�
&KULVWLDQLW\��QRZ�DV�PXFK�DV�HYHU��DQG�VR�GR�ZH�

5HY��%LOO�+DOH\
&RUDFOH�([HFXWLYH�'LUHFWRU
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&RUDFOH�3URJUDP�.H\�
7KHVH�SURJUDPV�DUH�VRPH�RI�WKH�ZD\V�&RUDFOH�VHHNV�WR�LQFDUQDWH�(VVHQWLDO�&KULVWLDQLW\

&RUDFOH�)HOORZVKLS�3URJUDP�
This 12-retreat spiritual formation program, offered online and in-person, guides 
participants through a process of discovery and formation in community with others 
seeking more in their relationships with God and in their redemptive engagement in the 
brokenness that surrounds us all.

5HVRXUFHV�
We are committed to producing, collecting, and offering high-quality print, audio, digital, 
and video resources in order to help you on your Essential Christianity journey. The 
Coracle Journal and our Resource Collections are good starting points, as is the “Coracle 
Weekly,” our newsletter with your soul in mind.

5HWUHDWV���+RVSLWDOLW\�
Corhaven, our retreat space in Virginia’s Shenandoah Valley, has been 
a cherished place for people to meet with and be met by God for over a 
decade.  Beyond this we create other spaces for people to encounter God 
DQG�EH�RQ�UHWUHDW�DQG�ĆQG�ZHOFRPH.

6SLULWXDO�'LUHFWLRQ�
If you are searching for a trained companion on your spiritual journey with 
God, you might consider exploring our growing community of Spiritual 
Directors. They can provide a listening ear and a prayerful presence as you 
seek to navigate the ups and downs of life with God in a broken world.

6SLULWXDO�3UDFWLFHV�
We believe the riches of the Christian contemplative tradition offer strong 
medicine to many of the maladies we face in the modern world– anxiety, 
loneliness, distraction, etc. Many of our offerings and resources (most 
notably our “Space for God” online devotional series) are designed to offer 
accessible introductions to these riches.

5DFLDO�+HDOLQJ���5HFRQFLOLDWLRQ�
Helping individuals and communities heal the deep wounds of racial division 
and oppression in America has long been a core aspect of our Kingdom 
Action Initiatives. This has worked itself out in the creation of the Corhaven 
Graveyard for the enslaved, the Repentance Project, and a number of 
articles, seminars, and pilgrimages offered regularly.

&UHDWLRQ�&DUH�
A core part of the human vocation is to steward the Creation entrusted 
to us by God. We seek to do this primarily through the care of the land at 
Corhaven, both in the Garden and at the Graveyard.
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&RPPXQLW\�
None of us are meant to live our lives of faith in isolation. Knowing this, we 
consistently seek to make space for creative, formational communities, 
most notably through the Coracle Fellowship Program and our regular 
Coracle Community gatherings.

%HDXW\�
We believe that the beauty of creation, human culture, and human persons 
have unique abilities to direct our worship to the God of all beauty. 
Therefore, we seek to create spaces, resources, and opportunities that will 
aid us to encounter and appreciate the beauty that is always all around us.

3LOJULPDJH���0LVVLRQ�
For many years, we have offered trips to the sacred spaces and broken 
places of the world to offer individuals the opportunity to practice the 
ancient spiritual discipline of pilgrimage – taking a journey with God, 
to meet God, together. We also maintain vibrant mission partners in 
Guatemala, Nepal, and Israel/Palestine.

-XVWLFH���0HUF\�
We worship a God of justice and mercy. Therefore, we seek to build 
God’s Kingdom through just relationships and systems wherever there 
is injustice, and we show mercy to those in need, through food donations 
from the Corhaven Garden, our Benevolence Fund, and more.

9RFDWLRQ�
God has placed a unique call upon the lives of every person, which can be 
lived out in myriad occupations. We seek to support and encourage one 
another in those vocations through targeted retreats, our monthly Coracle 
Community gatherings, and the work of Common Good Things, a business 
ministry which seeks to provide everyday goods for living well.

3HDFHPDNLQJ�
God’s design for creation is “Shalom,” or peace, realized in the fullest 
sense of the word. Through many partnerships, we support the work 
of peacemaking particularly in America’s racial environment, in Israel/
Palestine, and in Guatemala.

&KXUFK�8QLW\�
There is only one Church. Knowing this, we seek to create contexts where 
interdenominational and ecumenical dialogue and collaboration is possible 
VR�WKDW�*RGèV�SHRSOH�PLJKW�UHćHFW�WKH�EHDXWLIXO�XQLW\�RI�*RGèV�WULXQH�
nature.
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&RUDFOH�)HOORZVKLS�3URJUDP�
5HWUHDWV

5HWUHDW���
God Loves You… No, Really!

5HWUHDW���
To Be with God: The Contemplative Life

5HWUHDW���
Becoming Who You Are: True Self/False Self/Christ’s Self

5HWUHDW���
Grow to the Next Level: Stages of Spiritual Development

5HWUHDW���
Spiritual Formation for Kingdom Action:

Christ in You for the World

5HWUHDW���
All Things New: Where It’s All Going

5HWUHDW���
In the World: Vocation and Work

5HWUHDW���
The Holy Spirit and You: Power

5HWUHDW���
Discernment: Becoming Familiar with God’s Voice to You

5HWUHDW����
Take, Eat, Be: On the Eucharistic Life

5HWUHDW����
Light in the Darkness: Consecrating Your Pain

5HWUHDW����
Where Faith Leads: Abandonment to God
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7KH�$SRVWOHV �ֻ&UHHG

,�EHOLHYH�LQ�*RG��WKH�)DWKHU�DOPLJKW\�
������FUHDWRU�RI�KHDYHQ�DQG�HDUWK�

,�EHOLHYH�LQ�-HVXV�&KULVW��KLV�RQO\�6RQ��RXU�/RUG�
������ZKR�ZDV�FRQFHLYHG�E\�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW
������DQG�ERUQ�RI�WKH�YLUJLQ�0DU\�
������+H�VX০HUHG�XQGHU�3RQWLXV�3LODWH�
������ZDV�FUXFL১HG��GLHG��DQG�ZDV�EXULHG�
������KH�GHVFHQGHG�WR�WKH�GHDG�
������2Q�WKH�WKLUG�GD\�KH�URVH�DJDLQ�IURP�WKH�GHDG�
������+H�DVFHQGHG�WR�KHDYHQ
������DQG�LV�VHDWHG�DW�WKH�ULJKW�KDQG�RI�*RG�WKH�
������)DWKHU�DOPLJKW\�
������)URP�WKHUH�KH�ZLOO�FRPH�DJDLQ�WR�MXGJH�WKH�
������OLYLQJ�DQG�WKH�GHDG�

,�EHOLHYH�LQ�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�
������WKH�KRO\�FDWKROLF�FKXUFK�
������WKH�FRPPXQLRQ�RI�VDLQWV�
������WKH�IRUJLYHQHVV�RI�VLQV�
������WKH�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�ERG\�
������DQG�WKH�OLIH�HYHUODVWLQJ��$PHQ�
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:H�ZRXOG�ORYH�WR�KDYH�\RX�MRLQ�XV�RQ�WKH�MRXUQH\�RI�
HQMR\LQJ�DQG�R০HULQJ�(VVHQWLDO�&KULVWLDQLW\�

<RX�FDQ�H[SORUH�RXU�IXOO�UDQJH�RI�R০HULQJV�DV�ZHOO�DV�RXU�
H[WHQVLYH�5HVRXUFH�&ROOHFWLRQV�E\�YLVLWLQJ

ZZZ�LQWKHFRUDFOH�RUJZZZ�LQWKHFRUDFOH�RUJ

<RX�FDQ�DOVR�IROORZ�XV�RQ�6RFLDO�0HGLD�#LQWKHFRUDFOH#LQWKHFRUDFOH

,I�\RXֻG�HYHU�OLNH�WR�FRQQHFW��SOHDVH�UHDFK�RXW�WR�XV�
LQIR#LQWKHFRUDFOH�RUJLQIR#LQWKHFRUDFOH�RUJ

6FDQ�WKLV�DQG�WDS�WKH�OLQN�
WR�YLVLW�RXU�ZHEVLWH�





&RUDFOH�H[LVWV�WR�LQVSLUH�DQG�HQDEOH�SHRSOH�WR�EH�WKH
SUHVHQFH�RI�*RG�LQ�WKH�EURNHQHVV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�WKURXJK�

6SLULWXDO�)RUPDWLRQ�IRU�.LQJGRP�$FWLRQ

www.inthecoracle.org   |   @inthecoracle


